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PLANNING WORKING GROUP 

 
MINUTES of the Meeting held in the site listed below on Monday, 1 December 2014 from 
9.35  - 9.50 am. 
 
PRESENT:  Councillors Barnicott (Chairman), Adrian Crowther, June Garrad, Sue Gent, 
Mike Henderson, Lesley Ingham, Ghlin Whelan and Tony Winckless. 
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Emma Eisinger, Kellie MacKenzie and Ross McCardle. 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Andy Booth, Bryan Mulhern and Prescott. 
 

380 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
No interests were declared. 
 

381 2.4 14/500338 - 165 MINSTER ROAD, MINSTER-ON-SEA  

 
The Chairman welcomed the applicant and 2 members of the public to the meeting. 
 
The Planning Officer reported that the application was for an extension at Oakdene, 165 
Minster Road, Minster a residential care home for people with dementia.  The Planning 
Officer explained that currently the care home had 21 bedrooms and the application would 
provide 6 additional individual bedrooms with ensuite facilities so that all the residents 
would have their own bedroom.   
 
The Planning Officer advised that the development proposed two separate elements.  The 
first element proposed a first floor rear extension to the original building which would be 6.1 
metres in depth at its maximum, but where close to the eastern boundary it would be 4.3 
metres in depth and set in 1.4 metres from that flank wall to reduce the impact on the 
neighbouring property.  Two side facing windows were proposed.  The second element 
proposed a large single storey extension at the rear of the site measuring 21 metres in 
width, 5.25 metres in height and set 0.6 metres to 2.2 metres from the rear boundary. 
 
The Planning Officer reported that no further representations had been received following 
the Planning Committee on 20 November 2014. 
 
Mr Whiting, the applicant, spoke in support of the proposal and raised the following points: 
the development would allow all residents to have their own bedroom and en-suite facilities; 
would enlarge the existing day space area for residential activities including provision of a 
hairdresser; would not lead to an increase in the number of residents at the home; outdoor 
garden area would be retained; proposed windows would all be inward facing; windows on 
side elevation would be obscure glazed; extension would allow a shaft-lift to be installed; 
and Kent County Council (KCC) were requesting that care homes ensure that residents 
had their own bedrooms so there was a risk that the care home could be de-registered if 
the proposal was not approved. 
 
Local residents raised the following concerns: part of the application site was within flood 
zone 3; feels like an intrusion; would break-up the current peaceful residential nature of the 
area; too close to the boundary of 71 Darlington Drive; no confidence in the drawings online 
as no measurements were provided; loss of tree; would cause overlooking; increase in 
noise; adverse impact on the residential amenities of the area; overdevelopment of the 
area; and height of the extension was unacceptably high. 
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In response to queries from Members, the Planning Officer reported that the height 
measurements provided were to ridge height.  The Planning Officer agreed to check 
whether the Environment Agency had been consulted with regard to flood zone 3, but 
noted that the rear part of the site, where the single storey extension was proposed, fell 
outside of flood zone 3. She confirmed that nos. 69 and 71 Darlington Drive were the 
properties affected by the single storey rear extension. 
 
Members then toured the site with officers. 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Chairman 
 

Copies of this document are available on the Council website http://www.swale.gov.uk/dso/. 
If you would like hard copies or alternative versions (i.e. large print, audio, different 
language) we will do our best to accommodate your request please contact Swale Borough 
Council at Swale House, East Street, Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT or telephone the 
Customer Service Centre 01795 417850. 
 
All Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Committee/Panel


